
Dear DHS Family, 
      
 Despite the challenges we have faced 
with the start of another school year, we are well 
on our way to completing our first semester. Our 
45th day of school was October 18th, so time is 
moving quickly. We are excited about the great 
things happening at Dillon High School. Everyone is 
working hard to help our students stay focused and 
on track to successfully completing another school 
year. 
 Parents, report cards were sent home 
with students on last Tuesday. Please make sure 
that you have seen your child’s grades for the first 
quarter. If you noticed any course failures, please 
call the school to set up a conference while it is 
still early enough to resolve the problem. Now is a 
perfect time to meet with the teachers to develop 
a plan for ensuring that your scholar makes ade-
quate progress by the end of the semester. 
 Remember, there is no reason for any 
student at Dillon High School to fail; we have  
several academic interventions in place.  Please 
encourage your children to attend after school 
tutoring with their content area teachers. We also 
have credit recovery opportunities available for 
students if they meet the requirements to recover 
a course. 
 The administration and staff at Dillon 
High School are working hard to provide our stu-
dents with every opportunity to succeed.  As the 
second nine weeks gets underway,  please help us 
to help your students in every aspect possible. We 
have staff members that can meet their needs in a 
number of different areas. We are working hard 
every day to build a culture where students trans-
fer our school’s motto of excellence into their 
daily lives. 
           

          Sincerely, 

            Timothy P. Gibbs 

            Timothy P. Gibbs, Principal 

 

 

 

“We are what we repeatedly do; there-
fore, excellence is not an act, but a 
habit.” 

—-Aristotle 

 

 

 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Dillon High School  

 The Importance of Parent  
Involvement in The Title I 

Program 
 

 
Parents …you can influence the success of 
your child in school more than any teacher 
or federal program.  By becoming an active 
participant in the Title I parent involvement 
plan at your school, you will: 
 
*Serve as a role model, showing your child 
that you support his / her education. 
*Assure that you are aware of your child’s 
educational progress; thereby demonstrating 
how important that progress is to you. 

*Teach your student that your input at the 
school is appreciated and that you support 
its efforts. 
Research shows that how well a child does 
in school depends a great deal upon how 
much their parents get involved in their 
education.  You can become more involved 
by: 
Joining local and national school / parent 
organizations. 
Supporting school extra-curricular activities. 
Volunteering at the school. 
Attending parent-teacher conferences. 
Communicating with your child’s teacher 
regularly, by writing notes, telephoning the 
school, etc. 
Keeping your child’s teacher informed 
about events in your child’s life which may 
affect his / her performance at school. 
Discussing other ideas with your child’s 
teacher and parent organizations regarding 
parent involvement. 

Title I School 
Timothy Gibbs, Principal 
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Calendar of Events 

November Events 
11/8-Election Day 
11/9– 2nd American Red Cross Blood Drive (8-1) 
11/15-ELA/SS Benchmark II 
11/17-Math/Science Benchmark II 
11/23-11/25– Thanksgiving Holiday 
11/29-SIC/Title I/MTSS Meeting @ 3:30 

Academic Assistance 
REMINDER, REMINDER, REMINDER 

STUDENTS, YOU HAVE THE FOLLOWING 
ACADEMIC INTERVENTIONS IN PLACE: 

• AFTER SCHOOL ACADEMIC ASSISTANCE 
WITH YOUR CONTENT AREA TEACHER AT 
LEAST ONCE A WEEK 

• AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING & CREDIT RE-
COVERY LABS–  ENGLISH, MATH, AND  SCI-
ENCE 

• FIVE RETAKES POLICY (PER NINE WKS) 

*USE YOUR VALUABLE RESOURCES 



Mr. Adam Ford  

Encourages us all to Self-Reflect 
With the first nine weeks of the 22-23 school year coming to an end, it is an important 

time for both teachers and students to reflect on their progress thus far. Since returning to ed-
ucation as we knew it pre-COVID, self-reflection can be very important for ensuring success 
as a teacher and as a student.  

As a teacher, it can often be difficult to keep up with individual student progress, but it 
can also be very rewarding. Given the End of Course exam that is a requirement when en-
rolled in US History and Constitution, gaging student achievement is incredibly important 
for preparing for such an exam. The Social Studies department is committed to progress 
monitoring students and assisting where needed. With the technology skills acquired by 
teachers during distance learning, we are more than equipped to make sure every student is 
progressing at a steady pace.  

Across all Social Studies subjects, teachers are working to improve student reading 
comprehension. Readings include both primary and secondary sources that can be found in 
several different Depth of Knowledge (DOK) formats. Recently, my College Prep US Histo-
ry course read through the United States Constitution to complete a scavenger hunt of sorts, 
locating the various responsibilities of the different branches of government and the rights of 
US citizens that are listed in the Amendments.  

With the focus of the remainder of the school year being on reflection and student 
achievement, future assignments, projects, and activities will be adapted to suit needs and 
interests. 

Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month 

 Ms. Valencia 

  It was the month of September in enchanting room 307 located in the 300 
pods where learning Spanish is the mission... 

 There is a talented teacher of Latin origin who came to her classroom with en-
thusiasm, joy, and a great desire to make this a rewarding experience for her stu-
dents who are learning Spanish 1 as a second language at Dillon High School.  

 For that, she proposes activities such as short projects about the 21 Spanish-
speaking countries, where students are briefly shown a bit of the culture (food, tour-
ism places, customs), their presidents and their flags, to celebrate the month of His-
panic heritage that takes place between the months of September and October.  

 Students are challenged by the new language and have a good disposition to 
learn it. The teacher gives her best so that every day she can contribute to the 

education experiences  of future generations. 



 
A JOURNEY LIKE NO OTHER 

by Maria Karen San Diego 

 When I left the Philippines last July 2022, I brought with me a lot of courage because I knew the 

transition would not be easy. It was a decision that I had to make notwithstanding the mixed emotions I felt 

while I was heading towards the flight counter. As I waved goodbye to my family, I had to control my tears 

to assure them that everything would be alright. 

 Having to travel for more than 24 hours including the grueling layovers, I had to ask myself if this 

journey was really worth it. I was tired, confused, and nervous. I thought I was ready; I was convinced that 

I was ready to tackle the challenges to come. 

 The first two days were quite overwhelming. My body nor my mind were adjusted to the time zone, 

but I had to learn a lot of things quickly. The other international teachers and me traveled to  Dillon on our 

third day in the United States to familiarize ourselves with the local community. Nevertheless, the fire in me 

continued to burn.  

 Fast forward to this day, I can frankly say that this journey has just begun. I still have a lot to learn, 

and the gravity of my decision is yet to hit me, but my heart is full knowing that I have found my second 

home here at Dillon High School. 

Mr. Wright and the DHS Marching Wildcats 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 On Saturday September 24, 2022, The Dillon High Marching Cats participated in the Low Country Battle 
of The Bands hosted by Woodland High School. This was the first competition for the band since the 2019 
competition season. The band performed well and earned the following awards.  

 

Best Music Score in class AAA. Superior Rating Class AAA. 2nd Place Class AAA  

 

The band's next out of town performance will be Saturday October 22, 2022, as the guest band for Presby-
terian College's Homecoming.  On November 5, 2022, they will participate in the Keith Dabreu Band  

Competition hosted by Darlington High School @ 3:00pm. Go Cats!!!!  



 

GUIDANCE NEWS 

 

DHS Held its Annual College Application Day for Seniors 

        

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 7th 

USC Upstate, Francis Marion University, USC Aiken, UNC Pembroke, Morris College, New-

berry College, Coker University, St. Andrews University,  

Benedict College, Claflin, and Kenneth Shuler School of  



Vision 

The vision of Dillon High School is to empower students with the skills to be socially and 
emotionally responsible, successful, and highly motivated. 

 

Mission 

The mission of Dillon High School is to provide every student with the academic, creative 
problem-solving, and social-emotional skills needed to be successful in college and career. 

 

Beliefs 

* Achievement comes from effort.  

* Respect fosters respect.  

* Family is the foundation of society.  

* Learning is a life-long process.  

* People are accountable for the choices they make.  

* Human beings can achieve excellence.  

* We are responsible to each other.  

* There is a Supreme Being.  

* Every human has potential.  
 

 

Dillon School District Four Mission: 

  

Dillon School District Four will inspire all stakeholders to engage students in creative, innovative, 
and critical thinking activities that address language arts, science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) standards, in order to prepare all students for college, future careers and citizenship 
in the 21st Century. 

 

 

 



Dillon District Four: no cellphones or other devices during school day 
 
According to the Dillon District Four’s Possession/Use of Electronic Communication Devices in 
School (Policy JICJ) is simple: cellphones or other devices cannot be used or activated during the 
school day. Other devices may include pagers, walkie-talkies, or other telecommunication devic-
es that emit an audible signal, vibrate, or display a message. 
 
Students are permitted to use cellphones after regular school hours and during extracurricular 
activities. 
 
The policy also states that the district will make an exception for documented medical reason 
and when a student aged 18 or older is an active member of a volunteer firefighting organization 
or volunteer emergency service organization. 
 
The district specifically bans the use of camera devices to violate the privacy of a student or staff 
member. 
 
The Student Discipline Code Book lays out punishments that students will be subject to in the 
case of a violation. 
 
Level I-G the student possesses the device and it will be confiscated and submitted to the Office. 
 
Level II-B offense is when the student uses the device for photos/videos/audio during the school 
day. 
 
First Time offense is three days out-of-school suspension and a parent conference is required for 
reinstatement 
 
Second Time offense is five days out-of-school suspension and a parent conference is required 
for reinstatement. 
 
Third Time offense is five days out-of-school suspension and pending administrative hearing. 
 
Please refer to pages 8 and 10 in the Student Discipline Code Book. 
 

 


